
A consultation was then held by the surgeons present, and it was decided to
again attempt the etherization. Precisely the same effects, in the same order,
were observed by several of the Faculty of the Infirmary, and this continued
until the removal of the anaesthetic from the face, when the pulse again be-
came full and regular. During this whole process, the patient had not become
unconscious, nor unable to answer questions properly, and declared that he
felt perfectly comfortable. It was decided to attempt the operation without
ether, and it was accordingly done. At the time of greatest suffering from
pain, it was noticed that there was also a slight intermission in the pulse, but
this was of very moderate degree, and may have been caused by the twitch-
ing of the patient.
Five days after the operation, as the patient was sitting quietly in his chair,

examination of pulse showred one interrnisson in twenty, twenty-seven and
forty-nine beats, respectively. Pulse is sixty in the minute. Appetite is
fair, strength good, patient is cheerful and happy.
I make no remarks on this case; in fact, I think it doubtful if it possesses'

sufficient interest to obtain a place in your columns; but to me the observa-
tion of the intermittence of the heart's action on administration of ether, and
the increase and decrease of this symptom in a ratio exactly corresponding
to the time the anœsthetic was applied, was a thing of the greatest interest.
It may not be so uncommon, but to me it is a new experience.

Albert N. Blodgett.Boston, Dec. 10, 1873.

Atwood's Quinine Tonic Bitters.
Messrs. Editors,—I have received letters from several physicians of

good repute, asking why my name appeared in print as having recommended
a proprietary medicine, bearing the above title. Will you allow me to an-
swer all such inquiries by one general statement.
I was not aware that my name appears in any such connection. If it

does, it is without my consent. I know nothing of the article except its
name. I never recommended its use. Yours trulv.

Charles E. Buckingham.
53 Worcester Street, Boston, Dec. 12, 1873.

DR. W. H. Rockwell.
Dr. Bockwell, the subject of this sketch, died on the 30th ult., after an

illness and decline of more than eighteen months. He was a native of Con-
necticut and graduated at Yale College. His pupilage in a specialty commenc-
ed at the Hartford Retreat, under Dr. Todd, in the summer of 1827, he havingreceived the first appointment as assistant physician in that Institution.
He was associated with Dr. Todd until the death of the latter in 1833, and
for several months afterward had charge of the Institution. He subse-
quently remained connected with the Retreat, the greater portion of the
time until his appointment to the Vermont Asylum, although at oue time
engaging in general practice, and for a few months pursuing a course of
theological study. He was appointed to the Superintendency of the Insti-
tution at Brattleboro', previous to its opening, in 1836, and was officiallyidentified with it till August, 1872, when he resigned, by reason of disability,—the result of a painful accident three months previously. Under his direc-
tion and personal oversight, from its beginning with a donation of §10,000,and subsequent very limited State aid, the institution has attained its presentcapacity, and accomplished at the same time a work for humanity, credita-ble in comparison with the results of kindred institutions in other States, aswill appear by its published reports.
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